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The Second Coming of Philip K. Dick

The inside-out stor\ of how a h\per-paranoid, pulp-fiction hack conquered the movie world
20 \ears after his death.

B\ Frank Rose

TKH XQELOOHG FRVWDU RI Pa\check, WKH ODWHVW
HROO\ZRRG WKULOOHU IURP WKH EDWWHUHG W\SHZULWHU
RI PKLOLS K. DLFN, LV D EXOOHW. A FUDFN HQJLQHHU
QDPHG JHQQLQJV, SOD\HG E\ BHQ AIIOHFN, ILQGV
KLPVHOI LQ D MDP, DV DLFN'V FKDUDFWHUV LQYDULDEO\
GR, DQG WKH EXOOHW LV KHDGHG KLV ZD\. SSLUDOLQJ
WKURXJK WKH DLU LQ VXSHUVORZ PRWLRQ, LW SLHUFHV
KLV FKHVW LQ D SOXPH RI UHG DQG ERUHV LQWR KLV
KHDUW. OU GRHV LW? TKRXJK WKH LPDJH UHFXUV
WKURXJKRXW WKH ILOP, LW'V KDUG WR WHOO ZKHWKHU LW'V
DFWXDOO\ KDSSHQLQJ RU QRW. PKLOLS K. DLFN OLNHG
QRWKLQJ EHWWHU WKDQ WR WR\ ZLWK WKH IXQGDPHQWDOV RI KXPDQ
H[LVWHQFH, UHDOLW\ FKLHI DPRQJ WKHP, VR ZKDW EHWWHU IRU WKH PRYLH

WKDQ D EXOOHW WKDW PD\ RU PD\ QRW EH WHDULQJ WKURXJK WKH PDLQ FKDUDFWHU'V IOHVK? LLNH RWKHU DLFN
SURWDJRQLVWV - TRP CUXLVH LQ Minorit\ Report, AUQROG SFKZDU]HQHJJHU LQ Total Recall, HDUULVRQ FRUG LQ
Blade Runner- AIIOHFN ILQGV KLPVHOI VWUXJJOLQJ IRU HTXLOLEULXP LQ D ZRUOG ZKHUH HYHQ WKH PRVW HOHPHQWDO
TXHVWLRQV DUH DOPRVW LPSRVVLEOH WR DQVZHU. CDQ WKH VHQVHV EH WUXVWHG? AUH PHPRULHV UHDO? IV
an\thing UHDO?

Pa\check, GLUHFWHG E\ JRKQ WRR DQG VHW WR RSHQ CKULVWPDV DD\, LV WKH ODWHVW LQ D UXQ RI ILOPV EDVHG
RQ PKLOLS K. DLFN VWRULHV WKDW EHJDQ 21 \HDUV DJR ZLWK Blade Runner. TKH ZULWHU'V KDOOXFLQDWRU\ WDOHV
PDNH IRU VXVSHQVH ZLWK DQ HSLVWHPRORJLFDO WZLVW: IXOO-ERUH DFWLRQ SLFV WKDW WXUQ RQ TXHVWLRQV RI
SHUFHSWLRQ YHUVXV UHDOLW\. HDYLQJ DJUHHG WR KDYH KLV PHPRU\ HUDVHG DIWHU FRPSOHWLQJ D VXSHU-
VHQVLWLYH MRE, JHQQLQJV OHDUQV WKDW KH DSSDUHQWO\ VLJQHG DZD\ KLV $4.4 ELOOLRQ SD\FKHFN LQ H[FKDQJH
IRU DQ HQYHORSH RI WULQNHWV. AUPHG PHQ DUH FKDVLQJ KLP, EXW KH KDV QR LGHD ZK\ XQWLO KH WHDPV XS
ZLWK RDFKHO (UPD TKXUPDQ), ZKRP KH YDJXHO\ UHFDOOV PHHWLQJ MXVW EHIRUH KH VWDUWHG WKH MRE.
JHQQLQJV, LW WXUQV RXW, LV D PDQ ZKR KDV VHHQ WKH IXWXUH EXW FDQ'W UHPHPEHU LW.

DLFN GLHG VKRUWO\ EHIRUH Blade Runner's UHOHDVH LQ 1982, DQG, GHVSLWH D FXOW UHDGHUVKLS, KH VSHQW PRVW
RI KLV OLIH LQ SRYHUW\. YHW QRZ, PRUH WKDQ WZR GHFDGHV ODWHU, WKH IXWXUH KH VDZ KDV PDGH KLP RQH RI
WKH PRVW VRXJKW-DIWHU ZULWHUV LQ HROO\ZRRG. Pa\check, EDVHG RQ D 1953 VKRUW VWRU\ DLFN VROG WR D
SXOS PDJD]LQH IRU OHVV WKDQ $200, ZLOO EULQJ FORVH WR $2 PLOOLRQ WR KLV HVWDWH. AQG PRYLHV EDVHG RQ
PRUH WKDQ D KDOI-GR]HQ RWKHU VWRULHV DQG QRYHOV DUH LQ WKH ZRUNV - DPRQJ WKHP "TKH KLQJ RI WKH
EOYHV" DW DLVQH\, "TKH SKRUW, HDSS\ LLIH RI WKH BURZQ O[IRUG" DW MLUDPD[, DQG A Scanner Darkl\ DW
WDUQHU BURV.

DLFN'V DQ[LRXV VXUUHDOLVP DOO EXW GHILQHV FRQWHPSRUDU\ HROO\ZRRG VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ DQG VSLOOV RYHU LQWR
RWKHU NLQGV RI PRYLHV DV ZHOO. HLV LQIOXHQFH LV SHUYDVLYH LQ The Matri[ DQG LWV VHTXHOV, ZKLFK SUHVHQW
WKH ZRUOG ZH NQRZ DV QRWKLQJ PRUH WKDQ DQ LQIRUPDWLRQ JULG; DLFN DUWLFXODWHG WKH FRQFHSW LQ D 1977
VSHHFK LQ ZKLFK KH SRVLWHG WKH H[LVWHQFH RI PXOWLSOH UHDOLWLHV RYHUODSSLQJ WKH "PDWUL[ ZRUOG" WKDW PRVW
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RI XV H[SHULHQFH. Vanilla Sk\, ZLWK LWV GL]]\LQJ VKLIWV EHWZHHQ IDQWDV\ DQG IDFW, OLNHZLVH YHQWXUHV LQWR
D DLFNLDQ ZDUS ]RQH, DV GRHV Dark Cit\, The Thirteenth Floor, DQG DDYLG CURQHQEHUJ'V eXistenZ.
Memento UHSULVHV DLFN'V PHPRU\ REVHVVLRQ E\ IRFXVLQJ RQ D PDQ ZKRVH DWWHPSWV WR DYHQJH KLV
ZLIH'V PXUGHU DUH FRPSOLFDWHG E\ KLV LQDELOLW\ WR UHPHPEHU DQ\WKLQJ. IQ The Truman Show, JLP CDUUH\
GLVFRYHUV WKH OLIH KH'V OLYLQJ LV DQ LOOXVLRQ, DQ LGHD DLFN GHYHORSHG LQ KLV 1959 QRYHO TLPH OXW RI JRLQW.
NH[W \HDU, CDUUH\ DQG KDWH WLQVOHW ZLOO SOD\ D FRXSOH ZKR KDYH WKHLU PHPRULHV RI HDFK RWKHU HUDVHG
LQ Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. MHPRU\, SDUDQRLD, DOWHUQDWH UHDOLWLHV: DLFN'V WKHPHV DUH
HYHU\ZKHUH.

AW D WLPH ZKHQ PRVW 20WK-FHQWXU\ VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ ZULWHUV VHHP KRSHOHVVO\ GDWHG, DLFN JLYHV XV D
YLVLRQ RI WKH IXWXUH WKDW FDSWXUHV WKH IHHO RI RXU WLPH. HH GLGQ'W UHDOO\ FDUH DERXW URERWV RU VSDFH
WUDYHO, WKRXJK WKH\ VRPHWLPHV WXUQ XS LQ KLV VWRULHV. HH ZURWH DERXW RUGLQDU\ JRHV FDXJKW LQ D ZHE
RI FRUSRUDWH GRPLQDWLRQ DQG XELTXLWRXV HOHFWURQLF PHGLD, RI PHPRU\ LPSODQWV DQG PRRG GLVSHQVHUV
DQG FRXQWHUIHLW ZRUOGV. TKLV VWULNHV D QHUYH. "PHRSOH FDQQRW SXW WKHLU ILQJHU DQ\PRUH RQ ZKDW LV UHDO
DQG ZKDW LV QRW UHDO," REVHUYHV PDXO VHUKRHYHQ, WKH RQH-WLPH DXWFK PDWKHPDWLFLDQ ZKR GLUHFWHG
TRWDO RHFDOO. "WKDW ZH ILQG LQ DLFN LV DQ DEVHQFH RI WUXWK DQG DQ DPELJXRXV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI UHDOLW\.
DUHDPV WKDW WXUQ RXW WR EH UHDOLW\, UHDOLW\ WKDW WXUQV RXW WR EH D GUHDP. TKLV FDQ RQO\ VHOO ZKHQ
SHRSOH UHFRJQL]H LW, DQG WKH\ FDQ RQO\ UHFRJQL]H LW ZKHQ WKH\ VHH LW LQ WKHLU RZQ OLYHV."

LLNH WKH EDEEOLQJ SV\FKLFV ZKR SUHGLFW IXWXUH FULPHV LQ Minorit\ Report, DLFN ZDV D SUHFRJ. LXUNLQJ
ZLWKLQ KLV DPSKHWDPLQH-IXHOHG ILFWLRQV DUH WUXWKV WKDW KDYH RQO\ WR EH IRXQG DQG GHFRGHG. IQ D 1978
HVVD\ KH ZURWH: "WH OLYH LQ D VRFLHW\ LQ ZKLFK VSXULRXV UHDOLWLHV DUH PDQXIDFWXUHG E\ WKH PHGLD, E\
JRYHUQPHQWV, E\ ELJ FRUSRUDWLRQV, E\ UHOLJLRXV JURXSV, SROLWLFDO JURXSV. I DVN, LQ P\ ZULWLQJ, WKDW LV
UHDO? BHFDXVH XQFHDVLQJO\ ZH DUH ERPEDUGHG ZLWK SVHXGRUHDOLWLHV PDQXIDFWXUHG E\ YHU\
VRSKLVWLFDWHG SHRSOH XVLQJ YHU\ VRSKLVWLFDWHG HOHFWURQLF PHFKDQLVPV. I GR QRW GLVWUXVW WKHLU PRWLYHV.
I GLVWUXVW WKHLU SRZHU. IW LV DQ DVWRQLVKLQJ SRZHU: WKDW RI FUHDWLQJ ZKROH XQLYHUVHV, XQLYHUVHV RI WKH
PLQG. I RXJKW WR NQRZ. I GR WKH VDPH WKLQJ."

VLHZHG LQ WKLV FRQWH[W, DLFN'V HPHUJHQFH LQ HROO\ZRRG VHHPV RGGO\ LQHYLWDEOH. HLV FDUHHU LWVHOI LV D
WDOH RI DOWHUQDWH UHDOLWLHV. IQ WKH IOHVK KH ZDV WKH XOWLPDWH RXWVLGHU, SHFNLQJ RXW SDUDQRLG YLVLRQV WKDW
SODFH WKH OLWWOH JX\ DW WKH PHUF\ RI WKH FRUSRUDWH PDFKLQH. YHW SRVWKXPRXVO\ KH IHHGV WKH PDFKLQH,
KLV SVHXGRZRUOGV WKH EDVLV RI HYHU PRUH HODERUDWH HQWHUWDLQPHQWV GROHG RXW E\ WKH PHJDFRUSRUDWLRQV
ZH SD\ WR VWXII RXU KHDGV. HRZ KH PDGH WKH OHDS IURP SXOS-ILFWLRQ ZULWHU WR HROO\ZRRG SURSKHW LV D
WDOH DOPRVW ZRUWK\ RI WKH PDQ KLPVHOI.

DLFN'V FDUHHU LQ PRYLHV GLG QRW EHJLQ ZLWK D EDQJ. IW ZDV 1977, DQG D VPDOO-WLPH DFWRU QDPHG BULDQ
KHOO\ ZDQWHG WR RSWLRQ WKH 9-\HDU-ROG QRYHO Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? FRU D PHUH
$2,500, KH JRW LW. "TKH ZRUNV RI PKLOLS K. DLFN ZHUH QRW H[DFWO\ LQ GHPDQG," UHFDOOV WKH ZULWHU'V NHZ
YRUN OLWHUDU\ DJHQW, RXVVHOO GDOHQ, "DQG IRU PKLO" - WKHQ 49 DQG OLYLQJ LQ VXEXUEDQ OUDQJH CRXQW\ -
"WKDW ZDV HQRXJK WR PDNH WKH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ D JRRG \HDU DQG D EDG \HDU." KHOO\'V SDUWQHU ZURWH
D VFUHHQSOD\ DQG VKRSSHG LW DURXQG. EYHQWXDOO\ LW ODQGHG RQ WKH GHVN RI RLGOH\ SFRWW, ZKR'G MXVW
GLUHFWHG AOLHQ. SFRWW EURXJKW LQ D QHZ ZULWHU DQG VHQW LW WR AODQ LDGG JU., RQH RI WKH WRS SOD\HUV LQ
HROO\ZRRG.

"I OLNHG WKH SURMHFW," VD\V LDGG, D TXLHW, GHOLEHUDWH PDQ ZKRVH BHYHUO\ HLOOV
RIILFHV DUH OLQHG ZLWK SRVWHUV IRU WKH ILOPV KH'V PDGH: Star Wars, The Right
Stuff, Chariots of Fire, Braveheart "IW ZDV D JRRG ROG-IDVKLRQHG GHWHFWLYH VWRU\
VHW LQ WKH IXWXUH." LDGG WKRXJKW HDUULVRQ FRUG, ZKR'G FRVWDUUHG LQ SWDU WDUV,
ZRXOG EH JRRG DV D HXPSKUH\ BRJDUW-W\SH VOHXWK. Blade Runner ZDV D JR.

JXVW D IHZ PRQWKV EHIRUH WKH PRYLH'V UHOHDVH, DLFN VXIIHUHG D PDVVLYH VWURNH.
Blade Runner SURYHG RQO\ D PRGHVW VXFFHVV DW WKH ER[ RIILFH; LI QRW IRU WZR
RWKHU GHYHORSPHQWV, DLFN'V FDUHHU PLJKW KDYH GLHG ZLWK KLP. TKH ILUVW ZDV WKH
HPHUJHQFH RI KRPH YLGHR, ZKLFK JDYH QHZ OLIH WR VPDOO ILOPV ZLWK FXOW
IROORZLQJV. TKURXJKRXW WKH '80V, Blade Runner's UHSXWDWLRQ DV D QRLULVKO\
IXWXULVWLF JHP FRQWLQXHG WR EXLOG. TKH VHFRQG ZDV WKH LQWHUHVW RI RRQ SKXVHWW, D VFUHHQZULWHU ZKR'G
ZRUNHG RQ Alien. BHIRUH DLFN GLHG, SKXVHWW ERXJKW WKH ILOP ULJKWV WR "WH CDQ RHPHPEHU IW IRU YRX
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WhROeVaOe," a VWRU\ abRXW a QebbiVh\ cOeUN ZiWh dUeaPV Rf gRiQg WR MaUV. He UeWiWOed iW TRWaO RecaOO
aQd WRRN iW WR DiQR De LaXUeQWiiV, ZhR SXW iW iQWR deYeORSPeQW.

TRWaO RecaOO OaQgXiVhed fRU \eaUV befRUe aOO Whe eOePeQWV - SURdXceU, diUecWRU, VWaU - caPe WRgeWheU.
AW RQe SRiQW, RichaUd DUe\fXVV ZaV aWWached. AW aQRWheU, DaYid CURQeQbeUg ZaV gRiQg WR diUecW aQd
ZaQWed WiOOiaP HXUW fRU Whe Oead. "I ZRUNed RQ iW fRU a \eaU aQd did abRXW 12 dUafWV," CURQeQbeUg
UecaOOV. "EYeQWXaOO\ Ze gRW WR a SRiQW ZheUe RRQ ShXVeWW Vaid, 'YRX NQRZ ZhaW \RX'Ye dRQe? YRX'Ye
dRQe Whe PhiOiS K. DicN YeUViRQ.' I Vaid, 'IVQ'W WhaW ZhaW Ze'Ue VXSSRVed WR be dRiQg?' He Vaid, 'NR, QR,
Ze ZaQW WR dR Raiders of the Lost Ark Go to Mars.'" CURQeQbeUg PRYed RQ. AUQROd SchZaU]eQeggeU
ZaQWed WR VWaU, bXW De LaXUeQWiiV UefXVed: EYeQ iQ aQ RYeUaPSed HROO\ZRRd baVWaUdi]aWiRQ, he
cRXOdQ'W Vee SchZaU]eQeggeU iQ Whe SaUW. IQVWead, iW ZeQW WR PaWUicN SZa\]e, ZiWh BUXce BeUeVfRUd
diUecWiQg. The\ ZeUe bXiOdiQg VeWV iQ AXVWUaOia ZheQ De LaXUeQWiiV' cRPSaQ\ ZeQW baQNUXSW.

ThiV gaYe SchZaU]eQeggeU hiV chaQce. He gRW CaUROcR, Whe high-fO\iQg PiQi-VWXdiR behiQd Whe Rambo
VeUieV, WR bX\ Whe SURSeUW\, aQd PaXO VeUhReYeQ WR diUecW iW. The heQSecNed cOeUN QaPed QXaiO
becaPe a PXVcOe-bRXQd cRQVWUXcWiRQ ZRUNeU QaPed QXaid, aQd a QeZ eQdiQg ZaV ZUiWWeQ WR PaNe XS
fRU ZhaW PaQ\ fiOPPaNeUV Vee aV Whe SURbOeP ZiWh DicN'V VhRUW VWRUieV: WheiU OacN Rf a WhiUd acW WhaW
ZiOO WaNe a PRYie WR 90 PiQXWeV RU PRUe. BXW ZhiOe VeUhReYeQ'V fiOP ZaV aQ iQWeUSOaQeWaU\ VhRRW-'eP-
XS WhaW bRUe OiWWOe UeVePbOaQce WR DicN'V VWRU\, iW did UeWaiQ Whe WaOe'V eVVeQWiaO aPbigXiW\: AW Whe eQd,
Ze'Ue QRW VXUe ZheWheU Whe PaiQ chaUacWeU acWXaOO\ ZeQW WR MaUV RU RQO\ WhRXghW he did, WhaQNV WR
VRPe PePRU\ iPSOaQWV he bRXghW. "ThiV ZaV e[WUePeO\ iQQRYaWiYe, cRPiQg fURP a HROO\ZRRd VWXdiR,"
Va\V VeUhReYeQ. "TR daUe WR Va\, EYeU\WhiQg \RX Vee cRXOd be a dUeaP, RU eYeU\WhiQg \RX Vee cRXOd
be UeaOiW\, aQd Ze ZRQ'W WeOO \RX Zhich iV WUXe - I WhRXghW WhaW ZaV SUeWW\ VeQVaWiRQaO."

Total Recall ZaV RQe Rf Whe biggeVW hiWV Rf 1990, gURVViQg $118 PiOOiRQ iQ Whe US aORQe. ThaW ZaV
gRRd fRU CaUROcR, eYeQ beWWeU fRU DicN. "The ZhROe SheQRPeQRQ Rf PhiOiS K. DicN VhRUW VWRUieV VeOOiQg
fRU a ORW Rf PRQe\ VWaUWed ZiWh Total Recall," Va\V RXVVeOO GaOeQ, Whe OiWeUaU\ ageQW, ZhR QRZ
UeSUeVeQWV hiV eVWaWe. BefRUe Total Recall, DicN ZaV a HROO\ZRRd XQNQRZQ; afWeUZaUd, VcUeeQZUiWeUV
aQd SURdXceUV VaZ hiV VWRUieV aV SURSeUWieV Whe\ cRXOd bXiOd acWiRQ PRYieV aURXQd. AQd WheUe ZeUe
dR]eQV Rf WheVe SURSeUWieV - 36 QRYeOV aQd PRUe WhaQ 150 VhRUW VWRUieV, PRVW aV-\eW XQRSWiRQed.

IW ZRXOd be a ZhiOe befRUe aQ\WhiQg ZaV aYaiOabOe. DicN had died ZiWhRXW a ZiOO, aQd hiV eVWaWe ZaV iQ
SURbaWe fRU 11 \eaUV. WheQ iW ZaV fiQaOO\ VeWWOed, hRZeYeU, GaOeQ had ZRUN WR dR. WaUQeU BURV.
bRXghW Whe QRYeO Time Out of JointfRU JReO SiOYeU (ZhR ZeQW RQ WR SURdXce Whe Matri[ VeUieV) aQd
RSWiRQed A Scanner Darkl\ fRU GeRUge CORRQe\ aQd SWeYeQ SRdeUbeUgh'V SURdXcWiRQ cRPSaQ\, SecWiRQ
8. The JiP HeQVRQ CRPSaQ\ RSWiRQed "The KiQg Rf Whe EOYeV" aQd VeW iW XS aV a chiOdUeQ'V fiOP aW
DiVQe\. SS\gOaVV EQWeUWaiQPeQW, PaNeUV Rf M. NighW Sh\aPaOaQ'V The Si[th Sense, WRRN aQ RSWiRQ RQ
"Pa\checN." BXViQeVV gRW VR heaY\ WhaW GaOeQ had WR deYiVe a cRPSXWeUi]ed chaUW VhRZiQg ZhaW'V
aYaiOabOe, ZhaW'V beeQ RSWiRQed aQd ZiOO becRPe aYaiOabOe iQ Whe fXWXUe, aQd ZhaW'V beeQ VROd
RXWUighW.

OQe Rf Whe fiUVW WR gR ZaV "The MiQRUiW\ ReSRUW," a VhRUW VWRU\ SXbOiVhed iQ Whe JaQXaU\ '56 iVVXe Rf
Fantastic Universe, abRXW a SROice cRPPaQdeU ZhR XVeV cOaiUYR\aQWV WR aUUeVW SeRSOe befRUe Whe\
acWXaOO\ cRPPiW a cUiPe. GaU\ GROdPaQ, Whe VcUeeQZUiWeU ZhR'd UeZRUNed Total Recall fRU VeUhReYeQ,
bURXghW iW WR Whe diUecWRU, ZhR decided iW ZRXOd PaNe a gUeaW VeTXeO. ThiV ZaV a VWRU\ iQ Zhich DicN'V
RbVeVViRQ ZiWh aOWeUQaWe UeaOiWieV dRYeWaiOed ZiWh a faVciQaWiRQ ZiWh faWe: If Ze caQ Vee iQWR Whe
fXWXUe, dReV WhaW PeaQ Whe fXWXUe iV VeW? ThaW hXPaQV haYe QR caSaciW\ fRU fUee ZiOO? VeUhReYeQ
eQYiViRQed Total Recall II: The Minorit\ Report aV a Zhi]-baQg, acWiRQ-SacNed, "WheRORgicaO-
ShiORVRShicaO chaOOeQge" WR Whe CaOYiQiVW cRQceSW Rf SUedeVWiQaWiRQ. BXW CaUROcR ZeQW baQNUXSW befRUe
he cRXOd PaNe iW. SR GROdPaQ WRRN iW WR diUecWRU JaQ de BRQW, VeUhReYeQ'V fRUPeU ciQePaWRgUaSheU,
ZhR VhRZed iW WR TRP CUXiVe, ZhR'd beeQ WhiQNiQg fRU VRPe WiPe abRXW dRiQg a VcieQce ficWiRQ SicWXUe
ZiWh SWeYeQ SSieObeUg.

TR GaOeQ, Whe 1998 aQQRXQcePeQW WhaW CUXiVe aQd SSieObeUg ZRXOd WeaP XS WR PaNe Minorit\ Report
ZaV eOecWUif\iQg. ThUee \eaUV SaVVed befRUe Whe\ acWXaOO\ gRW WR iW, aQd ZheQ Whe\ did Whe PRYie
deSaUWed VigQificaQWO\ fURP Whe VhRUW VWRU\, Zhich ZaV a SaUaQRia-VRaNed SRWbRiOeU iQ Zhich Whe
SROice cRPPaQdeU iQ chaUge Rf "SUe-cUiPe" iV fUaPed b\ hiV QeZ deSXW\, RU hiV Zife, RU aQ e[-geQeUaO,
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ArW Sreiber 
Pa\check diUecWoU John Woo made
hiV name ZiWh YiolenW balleWV of
bXlleWV; hiV neZ inVpiUaWion:
HiWchcock.

ParamoXnW 

RU DOO RU QRQH RI WKH DERYH. "I GRQ'W WKLQN PKLO ZDV DOO WKDW LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH PRUDOLW\ RI SUH-FULPH,"
VD\V GROGPDQ, DQ H[HFXWLYH SURGXFHU RI WKH ILOP. BXW SSLHOEHUJ ZDV, DQG WKH PRYLH HQGV ZLWK D
ULQJLQJ HQGRUVHPHQW RI WKH APHULFDQ MXVWLFH V\VWHP. "IW'V YHU\ GLIILFXOW WR EH WUXH WR PKLO DLFN DQG
PDNH D HROO\ZRRG PRYLH," GROGPDQ REVHUYHV. "HLV WKLQNLQJ ZDV VXEYHUVLYH. HH TXHVWLRQHG HYHU\WKLQJ
HROO\ZRRG ZDQWHG WR DIILUP." NR PDWWHU. WLWK WKH UHOHDVH RI Minorit\ Report, DLFN EHFDPH DQ A-OLVW
HROO\ZRRG VFULEH, D SOD\HU, D PHPEHU RI WKH FOXE.

VancoXYer, JXne 2003. TKH Pa\check VKRRW
LV ZHOO XQGHU ZD\, DQG WKLV PRUQLQJ WRR LV
UHKHDUVLQJ RQH RI WKH RSHQLQJ VFHQHV. A YDVW
VRXQGVWDJH RQ WKH HGJH RI WRZQ KDV EHHQ
FRQYHUWHG LQWR WKH KHDGTXDUWHUV RI AOOFRP, D
FRPSDQ\ WKDW VHHPV WR EH DQ XQKRO\ PDUULDJH
RI MLFURVRIW, MRQVDQWR, DQG GE. OQ RQH VLGH RI
WKH VRXQGVWDJH LV WKH ELR ODE, D UDLQIRUHVW RI
RUFKLGV DQG EURPHOLDGV DQG ZDWHU OLOLHV DQG
WUHHV UHDFKLQJ XS WR WKH FHLOLQJ, LQWHUVSHUVHG
ZLWK FDWZDONV DQG URERW DUPV. TKLV LV UPD'V
GRPDLQ. OQ WKH RWKHU VLGH, EHKLQG DQ HQRUPRXV GRRU, LV WKH
FRPSXWHU ODE BHQ LV DERXW WR GLVDSSHDU LQWR. WKHQ KH HPHUJHV,
WKUHH \HDUV ODWHU, LW ZLOO EH ZLWK KLV PHPRU\ ZLSHG. BXW RQ KLV ZD\
LQ, KH FDSWXUHV UPD'V DWWHQWLRQ. MLVFKLHYRXVO\, VKH KLWV KLP ZLWK D
EODVW RI DLU DOPRVW VWURQJ HQRXJK WR ERZO KLP RYHU. "I JLYH XS! I JLYH
XS!" KH FULHV, VOLFNLQJ EDFN KLV KDLU. IQ D IODVK D URERW DUP VZLQJV LQ
IURQW RI KLP, KDOWLQJ DQ LQFK RU WZR IURP KLV IDFH. IQ LWV SLQFHUV, D
\HOORZ RUFKLG.

"DRQ'W JLYH XS," UPD VD\V VRIWO\.

TKHUH DUH SOHQW\ RI DFWLRQ VHTXHQFHV LQ Pa\check- D PRWRUF\FOH FKDVH WKURXJK WKH VWUHHWV RI
VDQFRXYHU, D FOLPDFWLF ILJKW VFHQH UHSOHWH ZLWK H[SORVLRQV, JXQILUH, DQG SHRSOH GLYLQJ WKURXJK WKH DLU.
BXW IRU WRR, WKDW'V QRW WKH SRLQW. WRR PDGH KLV QDPH LQ HRQJ KRQJ LQ WKH '80V ZLWK K\SHUYLROHQW FXOW
ILOPV OLNH A Better Tomorrow DQG The Killer- PD[LPXP VSDWWHU UHQGHUHG ZLWK EDOOHWLF JUDFH.
TUDQVSODQWHG WR HROO\ZRRG LQ WKH '90V, KH JUDGXDWHG WR ELJ-EXGJHW DFWLRQ-DGYHQWXUH WDOHV, PRVW
QRWDEO\ Face Off DQG Mission: Impossible 2, WKH VHFRQG-KLJKHVW-JURVVLQJ ILOP RI 2000. BXW OLNH RWKHU
JHQUH GLUHFWRUV, KH GUHDPV RI JUHDWHU WKLQJV. "Pa\check LV D VXVSHQVHIXO PRYLH, EXW DOVR LW LV D ORYH
VWRU\," KH VD\V LQ KHDYLO\ DFFHQWHG EQJOLVK ZKLOH WKH FUHZ SUHSV WKH QH[W VKRW. "UVXDOO\, VFLHQFH
ILFWLRQ PRYLHV DUH SUHWW\ FROG. I DP WU\LQJ WR PDNH WKLV RQH PRUH KXPDQ. SRPH RI WKH VFHQHV DUH D
WULEXWH WR" - KH FODSV D KDQG RYHU KLV PRXWK, SUHWHQGLQJ KH'V DIUDLG WR XWWHU WKH ZRUG - "HLWFKFRFN."

WRR FLWHV HLWFKFRFN - DORQJ ZLWK '30V PXVLFDOV, FUDQFLV FRUG
CRSSROD, DQG WKH EORRG-VRDNHG WHVWHUQV RI SDP PHFNLQSDK - DV D
PDMRU LQIOXHQFH. "HLWFKFRFN'V PRYLHV DUH VR SUHFLVH," KH VD\V
DGPLULQJO\. "EYHU\ VKRW LV FDOFXODWHG. AQG WKH\'UH QRW RQO\ DERXW
VXVSHQVH - I DOVR ILQG WKHP YHU\ URPDQWLF." HH PHQWLRQV WKH VFHQH
LQ The Birds ZKHQ TLSSL HHGUHQ LV GULYLQJ WR PHHW RRG TD\ORU, D SDLU
RI ORYHELUGV LQ D FDJH RQ WKH IORRU: TKHUH DUH ORYHELUGV LQ PD\FKHFN,
WRR. HH PHQWLRQV WKH VFHQH LQ North b\ Northwest ZKHQ CDU\ GUDQW
LV FKDVHG E\ D FURS GXVWHU LQ DQ IQGLDQD FRUQILHOG: IQ Pa\check,
AIIOHFN LV FKDVHG E\ D WUDLQ. "BHQ SOD\V DQ RUGLQDU\ PDQ, QRW D
VXSHUKHUR," WRR VD\V. "JXVW OLNH D \RXQJ CDU\ GUDQW - WKDW'V KRZ I
ZDQW KLP WR EH."

"TKLV LV D SDUW I ZHQW DIWHU UHDOO\ DJJUHVVLYHO\," VD\V AIIOHFN. "I'YH
DOZD\V EHHQ D IDQ RI PKLOLS K. DLFN, ERWK KLV ZULWLQJV DQG WKH PRYLH
DGDSWDWLRQV. TKH\'UH ELJ-EXGJHW PRYLHV IRU VPDUW SHRSOH." TRR
RIWHQ, AIIOHFN DGPLWV, WKDW'V DQ R[\PRURQ: "TKHUH'V D WHQGHQF\ WR



11/18/11 Wired 11.12: The Second Coming of Philip K. Dick

5/9ZZZ.Zired.com/Zired/archiYe/11.12/philip_pr.html

ParamoXnW 
Pa\check VWaUV Uma ThXUman and
Ben Affleck.
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GXPE WKHVH PRYLHV GRZQ - WKH\'UH VSHQGLQJ VR PXFK PRQH\ RQ
WKHP, DQG FRQYHQWLRQDO ZLVGRP GLFWDWHV WKDW \RX KDYH WR JR IRU WKH
ORZHVW FRPPRQ GHQRPLQDWRU. BXW KLV LGHDV SUHYHQW WKDW. TR DQ\ERG\
ZKR'V HYHU WKRXJKW, DLG WKDW KDSSHQ RU GLG I GUHDP LW? - \RX'G KDYH
WR KDYH D PKD LQ SKLORVRSK\ WR JHW WRR GHHS LQWR WKLV, EXW LW KDV WR
GR ZLWK ZDQWLQJ WR YDOLGDWH RXU RZQ ILUVW-SHUVRQ H[SHULHQFH."

JXVW DV SSLHOEHUJ ZDV GLVPLVVHG E\ KDUGFRUH DLFN IDQV, WRR VWULNHV
PDQ\ DV XQZRUWK\. TKH\ SUREDEO\ GRQ'W UHDOL]H WKDW WKH Matri[VHULHV
FRQWDLQV DOPRVW DV PDQ\ UHIHUHQFHV WR WRR DV WR DLFN. (FOXWWHULQJ
SLJHRQV KHUDOGLQJ D ILJKW, D VKRRWHU ZLWK WZR JXQV EOD]LQJ - SXUH
WRR.) AQG WKRXJK KH PDNHV H[FHSWLRQV IRU Star Wars DQG
SSLHOEHUJ'V Close Encounters of the Third Kind, WRR WKLQNV PRVW
VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ LV OLPLWHG LQ VFRSH.

BXW WKHQ, VR GLG DLFN. IQ UHVSRQVH WR D 1969 TXHVWLRQQDLUH, DLFN GHVFULEHG SF'V JUHDWHVW ZHDNQHVV DV
"LWV LQDELOLW\ WR H[SORUH WKH VXEWOH, LQWULFDWH UHODWLRQVKLSV WKDW H[LVW EHWZHHQ WKH VH[HV," DGGLQJ WKDW
DV D UHVXOW LW "UHPDLQV SUH-DGXOW, DQG WKHUHIRUH DSSHDOV - PRUH RU OHVV - WR SUH-DGXOWV." TKH PDOH-
IHPDOH UHODWLRQVKLSV LQ DLFN'V ZRUN WHQG WR EH PRUH G\VIXQFWLRQDO WKDQ URPDQWLF, EXW WKH LGHD RI WRR
LQWHUSUHWLQJ DLFN WKURXJK HLWFKFRFN PDNHV VHQVH: TKHVH DUH WKUHH JHQUH DUWLVWV ZKR'YH WUDQVFHQGHG
WKHLU FDWHJRU\. CHUWDLQO\ LI HLWFK KDG WDFNOHG VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ, KLV WUDGHPDUN FRPELQDWLRQ RI SDUDQRLD
DQG VXVSHQVH ZRXOG KDYH ILW DLFN SHUIHFWO\.

PKLOLS K. DLFN DSSHDOV WR WRR, DQG WR VWXGLR H[HFV DV ZHOO, EHFDXVH WKH KXPDQV WDNH SUHFHGHQFH
RYHU WKH VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ HOHPHQWV RI KLV VWRULHV - WKH URERWV, WKH JL]PRV, WKH VSDFHVKLSV WKDW
WUDQVSRUW \RX WR MDUV. TKH LGHDV DUH D ERQXV, WKRXJK LQ "PD\FKHFN" DQG RWKHU HDUO\ SXOS-ILFWLRQ
VWRULHV, WKH\'UH QRW DOZD\V ZHOO GHYHORSHG. "OQH WKLQJ KH GLGQ'W JR LQWR," REVHUYHV DHDQ GHRUJDULV,
ZKR ZURWH WKH Pa\checkVFUHHQSOD\, "LV ZKDW NLQG RI SHUVRQ ZRXOG DJUHH WR KDYH D ODUJH SRUWLRQ RI
KLV PHPRU\ HUDVHG. FRU PH, WKDW ZDV WKH NH\ WKDW RSHQHG WKH GRRU WR WKH PRYLH. IW'V DERXW ZKDW'V
LPSRUWDQW LQ OLIH - LV LW WKH JUHDW PRPHQWV, RU WKH OLWWOH WKLQJV WKDW DGG XS?" BXW WKH ELJ TXHVWLRQ DLFN
RQO\ KLQWHG DW ZDV ZKDW SHRSOH ZRXOG GR LI WKH\ KDG WKH PDFKLQH JHQQLQJV EXLOW EHIRUH KLV PLQG ZDV
ZLSHG - D PDFKLQH ZKRVH QDWXUH RQO\ JUDGXDOO\ EHFRPHV DSSDUHQW LQ WKH PRYLH. "WRXOG ZH EHFRPH
DGGLFWHG WR LW, OLNH ZH'YH EHFRPH DGGLFWHG WR TV?" GHRUJDULV ZRQGHUV. MRYLHV OLNH The Terminator
DQG The Matri[ DUH DERXW PDFKLQHV WKDW DWWDFN KXPDQV. TKH PRUH OLNHO\ VFHQDULR, GHRUJDULV WKLQNV, LV
WKDW KXPDQV ZLOO VXEPLW YROXQWDULO\.

IW PD\ EH IRU WKH EHVW WKDW DLFN'V FDUHHU LQ HROO\ZRRG WRRN RII RQO\ DIWHU KLV GHDWK, EHFDXVH KH'G
FHUWDLQO\ KDYH KDG D KDUG WLPH KDQGOLQJ LW LQ OLIH. PV\FKRORJLFDOO\, WKH JX\ ZDV D PHVV. HLV IHDU RI
JRLQJ RXW LQ SXEOLF ZDV VR EDG LW'V GLIILFXOW WR LPDJLQH KLP WDNLQJ D PHHWLQJ DW D ILOP VWXGLR. AFFRUGLQJ
WR IVD DLFN-HDFNHWW, RQH RI WKUHH FKLOGUHQ KH SURGXFHG LQ ILYH PDUULDJHV, KH FRXOGQ'W HYHQ PDNH JRRG
RQ D SURPLVH WR WDNH KHU WR DLVQH\ODQG ZKHQ VKH ZDV OLWWOH. "TZHQW\ RU WKLUW\ PLQXWHV LQWR LW, KH
VWDUWHG WR FRPSODLQ RI EDFN SDLQ DQG KDG WR OHDYH," VKH VD\V. "LDWHU, I UHDOL]HG WKH FURZGV MXVW
IUHDNHG KLP RXW."

TKH PKLOLS K. DLFN HVWDWH KDV QR VXFK SUREOHPV. IVD DQG KHU ROGHU KDOI-VLVWHU,
LDXUD LHVOLH, DUH XSVWDQGLQJ BD\ AUHD FLWL]HQV, ERWK LQWHOOLJHQW DQG REYLRXVO\
FRPSHWHQW. TRJHWKHU ZLWK WKHLU \RXQJHU KDOI-EURWKHU, CKULV, ZKR ZRUNV DV D
PDUWLDO DUWV LQVWUXFWRU LQ SRXWKHUQ CDOLIRUQLD, WKH\ FRQWURO WKHLU IDWKHU'V OHJDF\.
RXVVHOO GDOHQ DGYLVHV WKHP IURP NHZ YRUN. TKH IRXU WDNH WKHLU VWHZDUGVKLS
VHULRXVO\: TKH\'UH ILQH ZLWK UHSDFNDJLQJ D QRYHO WR WLH LQ ZLWK D PRYLH, IRU
H[DPSOH, EXW QRYHOL]DWLRQV RI VKRUW VWRULHV DUH RXW. AQG WKDQNV WR VLQWDJH
BRRNV, HYHU\ ZRUG RI KLV ILFWLRQ ZLOO VRRQ EH LQ SULQW - DV \RX'G H[SHFW IRU DQ
DXWKRU ZKR'V QRZ WDXJKW LQ FROOHJHV DQG FLWHG E\ WKH FUHQFK SRVW-VWUXFWXUDOLVW
SKLORVRSKHU JHDQ BDXGULOODUG.

AV IRU ILOP GHDOV, WKH HVWDWH KDV EHFRPH LQFUHDVLQJO\ FKRRV\. "WH VRUW RI IHHO OLNH ZH KDYH WR SURWHFW
PKLOLS K. DLFN'V EUDQG LPDJH," VD\V GDOHQ. "SR ZH VHW YHU\, YHU\ KLJK SULFHV, DQG ZH'OO RQO\ GR EXVLQHVV
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ZLWK SHRSOH ZKR DUH HVWDEOLVKHG. IW'V LURQLF, EHFDXVH WKH ILOPV WKDW FUHDWHG WKH SKHQRPHQRQ VWDUWHG
ZLWK RSWLRQV WKDW ZHUH JUDQWHG WR VWUXJJOLQJ ILOPPDNHUV. TRGD\, ZH VKXQ SHRSOH OLNH WKDW." NRW HYHU\
PRYLH EDVHG RQ DLFN'V ZULWLQJV KDV EHHQ D KLW: TKH 1996 ILOP Screamers, VWDUULQJ PHWHU WHOOHU, DQG
ODVW \HDU'V Imposter, ZLWK GDU\ SLQLVH LQ WKH OHDG, JURVVHG RQO\ $12 PLOOLRQ EHWZHHQ WKHP. "BXW LQ
HROO\ZRRG, ZKDW PDWWHUV LV JHWWLQJ WKH PRYLH PDGH," H[SODLQV GDOHQ. "II VRPHERG\ RSWLRQV D VWRU\
DQG LW'V QRW PDGH, WKDW VSRLOV WKH WUDFN UHFRUG."

SWLOO, PRVW HROO\ZRRG ZULWHUV, HYHQ VXFFHVVIXO RQHV, OLYH PDLQO\ RII SURSHUWLHV WKDW DUH VROG EXW QRW
GHYHORSHG, DQG WKH DLFN HVWDWH LV QR H[FHSWLRQ. OI WKH PRUH WKDQ KDOI-GR]HQ ILOP SURMHFWV FXUUHQWO\
LQ WKH ZRUNV, VRPH DUH LQFKLQJ IRUZDUG ZKLOH RWKHUV DUH FDXJKW LQ OLPER. JRKQ AODQ SLPRQ, ZKR
SURGXFHG The Getawa\ ZLWK AOHF BDOGZLQ DQG KLP BDVLQJHU, DQG KLV SDUWQHU, DDOH RRVHQEORRP, DUH
WU\LQJ WR JHW VWXGLR EDFNLQJ IRU ILOPV EDVHG RQ WKUHH DLFN QRYHOV - Radio Free Albemuth, Valis, DQG
Flow M\ Tears, the Policeman Said. MLUDPD[ KDV D VFULSW DQG LV ORRNLQJ IRU D GLUHFWRU IRU "TKH SKRUW
HDSS\ LLIH RI WKH BURZQ O[IRUG," D VWRU\ DERXW D VKRH WKDW FRPHV DOLYH. ("WLWK WKH ULJKW DFWRU DQG
WKH ULJKW ILOPPDNHU, LW ZLOO EH PHPRUDEOH," VD\V GHYHORSPHQW H[HF MLFKDHO ZRXPDV. "WLWKRXW WKHP LW
ZLOO EH, ZKDW ZHUH WKH\ WKLQNLQJ?") BRWK JRHO SLOYHU'V Time Out of Joint DQG SWHYHQ SRGHUEHUJK'V A
Scanner Darkl\ DUH LGOLQJ ZKLOH WKH SURGXFHUV ZRUN RQ RWKHU SURMHFWV. AV GDOHQ SXWV LW, "TR KDYH
Minorit\ Report DQG Pa\check EDFN-WR-EDFN OLNH WKDW" - ELJ-EXGJHW ILOPV ZLWK ELJ-QDPH VWDUV DQG D
WRS GLUHFWRU - "UHTXLUHV DQ LQFUHGLEOH SODQHWDU\ DOLJQPHQW."

DLFN'V NLGV JUHZ XS SRRU - QR KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH, FORWKHV IURP GRRGZLOO. LDXUD UHFDOOV KRZ JUDWHIXO VKH
ZDV WR JHW EUDFHV. BXW WKH KDUG-VFUDEEOH OLIH ZDV FULWLFDO WR DLFN'V VHQVLELOLW\. "PKLO'V ZRUN FDPH RXW
RI DQ DWPRVSKHUH RI ZDQW DQG VWUXJJOH," GDOHQ REVHUYHV. SFLHQFH ILFWLRQ ZDV D JKHWWR LQ WKH '50V
DQG '60V, DQG DLFN ZDV RQH RI LWV OHDVW IDVKLRQDEOH UHVLGHQWV: WKLOH IVDDF AVLPRY DQG AUWKXU C.
CODUNH ZHUH ZULWLQJ EHVW VHOOHUV, KH FRXQWHG KLPVHOI OXFN\ QRW WR EH FROOHFWLQJ UHMHFWLRQ VOLSV. "FURP
WKH GD\ KH ZURWH KLV ILUVW VWRU\, KH ZDV ZRUULHG ZRXOG KH HYHU JHW DQRWKHU VDOH," GDOHQ VD\V.
"CHUWDLQO\ KH ZDV DV SUROLILF DV KH ZDV EHFDXVH KH QHHGHG PRQH\. WH KDYH 30-RGG PKLOLS K. DLFN
QRYHOV DQG QRW 10 EHFDXVH KH ZDV QRW WKDW ZHOO SDLG."

HRZ FHOHEULW\ ZRXOG KDYH DIIHFWHG KLP LV D GLIIHUHQW TXHVWLRQ. "HH ZRXOG QHYHU KDYH EHHQ WKDW
HROO\ZRRG WKLQJ, HYHU," VD\V LDXUD, VLWWLQJ ZLWK IVD RQ WKH SDWLR RI SSDJR LQ PDOR AOWR. TKH FORVHVW KH
FDPH ZDV EX\LQJ D VSRUWV FDU, VKRUWO\ EHIRUH KH GLHG. BXW KH ZDV DIUDLG WR GULYH LW, DQG DSSDUHQWO\
ZLWK JRRG UHDVRQ: "6,000 PLOHV, DQG LW KDG GHQWV DOO RYHU LW," LDXUD REVHUYHV. IQ PRVW ZD\V, WKH\
DJUHH, KH ZRXOGQ'W KDYH FKDQJHG. HH ZRXOGQ'W KDYH JRWWHQ KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH. IQVWHDG RI ILOLQJ KLV
LQFRPH WD[HV, KH'G KDYH FRQWLQXHG WR FODLP KH ZDV KDQGLQJ HYHU\WKLQJ RYHU WR "MUV. FU\H" DW WKH
IRS. (AV IDU DV WKH GDXJKWHUV NQRZ, MUV. FU\H QHYHU H[LVWHG.) TKLV LV D JX\ ZKR KDG WR KDYH D IULHQG
WDNH IVD WR WKH WR\ VWRUH EHFDXVH KH FRXOGQ'W KDQGOH WKH DQ[LHW\. "TKH WKRXJKW RI WKH JHQHUDO SXEOLF
NQRZLQJ ZKR KH ZDV," VKH VD\V QRZ - "KH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ RXW RI KLV PLQG."

AV WKLQJV WXUQHG RXW, KH QHYHU KDG WR ZRUU\ DERXW LW. IQVWHDG, LW'V LDXUD DQG IVD ZKR GHDO ZLWK KLV
IDPH. TKH WZR GDXJKWHUV KDG TXLWH GLIIHUHQW XSEULQJLQJV, DQG DV SULPDU\ JXDUGLDQV RI WKH HVWDWH
WKH\ SOD\ HTXDOO\ GLYHUJHQW UROHV. LDXUD, WULP DQG SURSHU DQG EORQG, VDZ KHU IDWKHU RQO\ IRXU WLPHV
DIWHU WKH DJH RI 3, EXW VKH UHDG DOO KLV ERRNV ZKHQ VKH ZDV 12, DQG WKH WZR FRUUHVSRQGHG DQG WDONHG
RQ WKH SKRQH FRQVWDQWO\. TRGD\ VKH VKXQV SXEOLFLW\ DQG IRFXVHV RQ WKH GHDOV. IVD ZDV EURXJKW XS LQ
D IXQGDPHQWDOLVW CKULVWLDQ KRPH; HYHU\ ERRN KHU IDWKHU VHQW ZDV EXUQHG EHFDXVH LW FRQWDLQHG VZHDU
ZRUGV. OXWJRLQJ DQG HQWKXVLDVWLF, ZLWK GDUN FXUOV FDVFDGLQJ DOPRVW WR KHU VKRXOGHUV, VKH OLNHV WR
UHDFK RXW WR WKH IDQV. NRZ, IRU H[DPSOH, VKH'V ZRUNLQJ ZLWK JDVRQ KRRUQLFN, ZKR UXQV WKH IDQ VLWH
PKLOLSKDLFN.FRP, WR FRQYHUW LW LQWR DQ RIILFLDO RQH - D SODFH ZKHUH WKH\ FDQ SRVW XQSXEOLVKHG OHWWHUV
DQG RWKHU GRFXPHQWV.

NHLWKHU RI WKH GDXJKWHUV ZDV SUHSDUHG IRU WKH SSLHOEHUJ HIIHFW. "TKH ZKROH Minorit\ Report WKLQJ
EOHZ XV DZD\," VD\V LDXUD. "IW ZDV VR XQH[SHFWHG" - WKH KXEEXE RI WKH NHZ YRUN SUHPLHUH, WKH
JODPRURXV SDUW\ DW CLSULDQL, WKH HIIXVLYH SUDLVH IURP VWDUV OLNH TRP CUXLVH DQG CROLQ FDUUHOO. "WH GLGQ'W
UHDOL]H ZKDW D SKHQRPHQRQ RXU GDG ZDV."

"HH'V D TXHVWLRQ RQ Jeopard\," IVD LQWHUMHFWV.
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Frank Ockenfels

LaXUa UecallV a Dean KoonW] VWoU\ WhaW conWainV a UemaUk aboXW "haYing a Philip K. Dick momenW." She
findV Whe noWion a liWWle XnVeWWling: HeU ZoUld ZaV fXll of Philip K. Dick momenWV. "ThaW ZaV jXVW m\
dad," Vhe Va\V. "The concepW of alWeUnaWe UealiWieV - I WhoXghW WhaW ZaV Whe Za\ eYeU\bod\ Walked."

In hiV 1974 noYel Flow M\ Tears, the Policeman Said, Dick ZUoWe aboXW Whe VXdden VhifW e[peUienced
b\ JaVon TaYeUneU, a ZoUld-famoXV Walk-VhoZ hoVW Zho ZakeV Xp one moUning Wo find WhaW no one
haV heaUd of him and no UecoUd of hiV idenWiW\ e[iVWV. Dick'V oZn e[peUience of celebUiW\ iV almoVW Whe
UeYeUVe: FoU decadeV, no one oXWVide Whe Vcience ficWion gheWWo had heaUd of him, and noZ he'V
ZoUld-famoXV, Whe kind of gX\ Tom CUXiVe and SWeYen SpielbeUg Walk aboXW on Oprah. All WhiV fame
came aW Whe VWage in life Zhen he ZaV beVW able Wo handle iW - afWeU he ZaV dead. "I feel Vo happ\ foU
him," IVa declaUeV. "He ZaV Vo afUaid of deaWh - and hoZ ama]ing foU him."

"He'V going Wo liYe foUeYeU," Va\V LaXUa, conWinXing IVa'V WhoXghW.

"EYeU\ da\, moUe and moUe people knoZ him."

"He WUanVcended deaWh," LaXUa Va\V, a noWe of ZondeU in heU Yoice - half aZe, half bemXVemenW. AV
if Wo Va\: HoZ YeU\ Philip K. Dick.

Realit\ Check
Uma Thurman on the surreal world of Dick, karmic pa\backs, and working with mind-bending
auteurs.
b\ Frank Rose

"IW'V all YeU\ BXddhiVW," Va\V Uma ThXUman, ViWWing in a dUeVVing Uoom aV a
makeXp aUWiVW dabV aW heU face.

She meanV Philip K. Dick, of coXUVe. HeU faWheU,
ColXmbia UniYeUViW\ pUofeVVoU RobeUW ThXUman,
iV a leading BXddhiVW VcholaU and a good fUiend
of Whe Dalai Lama, Vo Vhe'V no VWUangeU Wo
diVcXVVionV of memoU\ and UealiW\. "RealiW\ iV
an illXVion - WhaW'V Whe pUinciple of ancienW
BXddhiVW WhoXghW," Vhe conWinXeV. "And Whe
baVic idea of being UeboUn iV WhaW \oX eUaVe Whe
memoU\. EYeU\bod\ iV inWeUconnecWed, and \oX'Ue ZoUking oXW \oXU
kaUma ZiWh people - Vo \oX geW eUaVed, bXW all ZoUk lefW Xndone haV
Wo be compleWed."

So ThXUman iV a fan. Blade RXnneU ZaV one of heU faYoUiWe moYieV
gUoZing Xp - Whe plighW of Whe UeplicanWV ZaV Vo affecWing iW made
heU cU\ - and afWeU Veeing iW Vhe Uead Dick'V noYel. "TheUe'V
VomeWhing YeU\ eaUWhl\ in hiV imaginingV," Vhe Va\V. "YoX don'W haYe
Wo VeW Whem on MaUV - Whe\'Ue pUojecWionV fUom heUe on EaUWh.
TheUe'V claVV VWUXggle, WheUe'V goYeUnmenW deceiW. And WheVe
nighWmaUiVh fanWaVieV aboXW coUpoUaWionV oZning Whe ZoUld - I mean,

obYioXVl\ WheUe'V a UeaVon people UelaWe Wo WhaW."

ThXUman ZaV coming off a gUXeling 11-monWh VhooW in China foU QXenWin TaUanWino'V Kill Bill Zhen Vhe
UeceiYed Whe offeU Wo coVWaU in Pa\check. "I neYeU geW aVked Wo be 'Whe giUl,'" Vhe Va\V, "Vo I ZaV VoUW
of WhUilled Wo jXVW be Whe Videkick in a UomanWic conWe[W, inVWead of Whe man/Zoman/fighWeU/VWXnW-
doXble/ \oX-name-iW. I WhoXghW WhaW ZoXld be nice - Wo noW be Whe one coYeUed in blood." She alVo
ZanWed Whe chance Wo ZoUk ZiWh John Woo, ZhoVe Hong Kong filmV TaUanWino had UeYeUenWiall\
VcUeened foU heU.

"I ZaV compleWel\ bloZn aZa\," Vhe Va\V. "I'Ye alZa\V been dUaZn Wo diUecWoUV Zho haYe a Ueal
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Yoice." She ZaV 17 Zhen TeUU\ Gilliam caVW heU in The AdYenWXUeV of BaUon MXnchaXVen. AfWeU WhaW
came, among oWheUV, SWephen FUeaUV' DangeUoXV LiaiVonV, GXV Van SanW'V EYen CoZgiUlV GeW Whe
BlXeV, TaUanWino'V PXlp FicWion, AndUeZ Niccol'V GaWWaca, and JameV IYoU\'V The Golden BoZl. "IW'V
Vpecial, being in fUonW of WhoVe cameUaV. IW doeVn'W mean Whe moYie'V going Wo ZoUk, bXW I'd UaWheU eUU
ZiWh WhaW kind of diUecWoU. The\'Ye each cUeaWed WheiU oZn ZoUld, man\ WimeV oYeU."

The MeWaph\VicV of Philip K. Dick
Don'W knoZ Dick? HeUe'V hiV philoVoph\ in capVXle foUm. (WaUning: Ma\ caXVe an[ieW\ oU
di]]\neVV.)
b\ Erik Davis

1. FALSE REALITIES
Toda\ Ze aUe almoVW boUed b\ Whe idea WhaW UealiW\ iV a jXVW a conVWUXcW -
neXUoVcience, poVWmodeUniVm, and The MaWUi[ haYe made VXUe of WhaW. BXW Dick
UemainV Whe VXpUeme m\WhmakeU of Whe falVe UealiW\. HiV 1959 noYel, Time OXW of
JoinW, ZaV Whe oUiginal TUXman ShoZ, Zhile hiV 1964 book, The ThUee SWigmaWa
of PalmeU EldUiWch, deVcUibeV a VocieW\ WhaW VXccXmbV Wo peUmanenW
hallXcinaWion. Faced ZiWh VXch illXVionV, Dick'V chaUacWeUV haYe Wo aVk, "WhaW iV
Ueal?" becaXVe WheiU liYeV (and VaniW\) aUe on Whe line. ThaW'V Zh\ hipVWeU
Holl\Zood loYeV him: Dick WXUned meWaph\VicV inWo a ZhodXniW.

2. HUMAN VS. MACHINE
Dick ZanWed Wo knoZ hoZ, in a Wechnological VocieW\, Ze can Uecogni]e Whe aXWhenWicall\ hXman. He
VaZ Whe line beWZeen people and machineV become hopeleVVl\ blXUUed. So hiV hXman chaUacWeUV
ofWen behaYe like cUXel UoboWV, Zhile VpXnk\ gadgeWV - like Whe aXWomaWic cabbie in NoZ WaiW foU LaVW
YeaU - can be VoXUceV of ZiVdom and kindneVV. And in "The ElecWUic AnW," Zhen bXVineVVman GaUVon
Poole diVcoYeUV WhaW he iV acWXall\ an andUoid, he doeVn'W deVpaiU. InVWead, he beginV Wo UepUogUam
himVelf.

3. ENTROPY
One Whing \oX leaUn fUom dUXg addicWion, fiYe maUUiageV, and a YiVionaU\ imaginaWion iV hoZ eaVil\ \oXU
ZoUld can fall apaUW. PeUhapV WhiV ZaV Zh\ Dick ZaV obVeVVed ZiWh hoZ WhingV deca\. He eYen
inYenWed a ZoUd foU one of enWUop\'V moVW oUdinaU\ manifeVWaWionV: "kipple," Zhich he defined aV all
Whe XVeleVV cUap WhaW cUeepV inWo oXU dail\ liYeV, like jXnk mail and gXm ZUappeUV and old neZVpapeUV.
Don'W boWheU fighWing iW - Dick'V FiUVW LaZ of Kipple VWaWeV WhaW "Kipple dUiYeV oXW nonkipple."

4. THE NATURE OF GOD
Dick ZaV a gaUage philoVopheU, an aXWodidacW Zho Uead YoUacioXVl\ in Ueligion and meWaph\VicV.
SomeWimeV hiV VpecXlaWionV leaked inWo eYeU\da\ life. In 1974, XndeUgoing a pV\choWic and/oU
m\VWical bUeak, Dick encoXnWeUed a coVmic foUce he laWeU called ValiV, Zhich VWandV foU VaVW AcWiYe
LiYing InWelligence S\VWem - a c\beUneWic God. BXW keep on \oXU WoeV: To Vneak inWo oXU fallen ZoUld,
ValiV mXVW diVgXiVe iWVelf aV TV adV oU WUaVh - oU pXlp\ Vci-fi enWeUWainmenW.

5. SOCIAL CONTROL
Dick ZaV alZa\V pUeWW\ paUanoid. BXW Zhen WhieYeV bUoke inWo hiV home in 1971, iW VenW him oYeU Whe
edge. Soon he came Wo belieYe WhaW all poliWical W\UannieV ZeUe faceWV of one coVmic oppUeVVoU: Whe
Black IUon PUiVon, a WimeleVV aUcheW\pe WhaW he aVVociaWed ZiWh Whe Roman EmpiUe. Dick VomeWimeV
WhoXghW WhaW hiVWoU\ ZaV an illXVion and WhaW Whe Ni[on adminiVWUaWion'V diUW\ WUickV onl\ pUoYed WhaW
"The EmpiUe neYeU ended." One ZondeUV ZhaW he ZoXld Whink Woda\.

The Holl\Zood TUeaWmenW
Wh\ do filmmakeUV loYe Philip K. Dick? CUediW hiV mi[ of head-Vpinning
imaginaWion and high-concepW acWion - noW Wo menWion big fanV like Tom
CUXiVe. Of coXUVe, Dick'V pa\check ZaV a biW VmalleU. HeUe'V a bUeakdoZn
of PKD moYieV Vo faU:
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