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7HE 6PEC8LA7O5 NRY HPEHU 28, 201 1

TKH E[HJHVLV RI PKLOLS K. DLFN

TheUe FDQ EH QR PRUH GHSHQGDEOH LQGLFDWRU WKDW ZH QRZ DOO LQKDELW (RU

GHOXGH RXUVHOYHV LQWR EHOLHYLQJ ZH LQKDELW) D PKLOLS K. DLFN XQLYHUVH (RU WKH

VKRGG\ VLPXODFUXP WKHUHRI) WKDQ WKH DSSHDUDQFH RI WKLV PDPPRWK YROXPH

RI DLFN'V MRXUQDOV, OHWWHUV, DQG SULYDWH VWUHDP-RI-FRQVFLRXVQHVV HVVD\V, The

E[egesis of Philip K. Dick, ZKLFK KH YROXPLQRXVO\ JHQHUDWHG IRU D IXOO HLJKW

\HDUV IROORZLQJ KLV LQIDPRXV PLQG-EODVWLQJ, VRXO-VKDWWHULQJ, SDUDGLJP-

XSVHWWLQJ FRVPLF HSLSKDQ\ RI 1974. OQO\ ZDYHV RI SDWHQWHG PKD-VW\OH

UHDOLW\ GLVWRUWLRQ FRXOG KDYH ODQGHG XV LQ RXU FRQWHPSRUDU\ VLWXDWLRQ.

 

AQ\ VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ IDQ DOLYH LQ 1974, WROG WKDW QHDUO\ IRUW\ \HDUV ODWHU WKH

ZULWHU RI VXFK ORZEURZ SDSHUEDFN RULJLQDOV DV Clans of the Alphane Moon

DQG The Unteleported Man ZRXOG EH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH SUHVWLJLRXV LLEUDU\ RI

APHULFD VHULHV DQG DOVR KDYH KLV SKLORVRSKLFDO GLDULHV DSSHDU IURP D PDMRU

SXEOLVKHU, ZRXOG KDYH UHJDUGHG VXFK D VLWXDWLRQ DV SURRI SRVLWLYH RI DOLHQ

LQYDVLRQ, VSDFH-WLPH ZDUSDJH, RU HQJLQHHUHG GUXJV GXPSHG LQWR WKH JOREDO

ZDWHU VXSSOLHV. AQG \HW, WKHVH KRQRUV DUH ZHOO GHVHUYHG, IRU DLFN QRZDGD\V

KDV RQO\ RQH ULYDO DV SUHGLFWRU DQG VKDSHU RI WKH ]HLWJHLVW: KLV FRQWHPSRUDU\

SXOSVWHU J. G. BDOODUG, ZKR HVFDSHG WR WKH PDLQVWUHDP D ELW VRRQHU WKDQ DLFN.

AQG WKH E[egesis LV D EULDU\, WZLVWHG, KDXQWHG SDWK WR WKH YHU\ KHDUW RI DLFN'V

DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV.

 

EGLWRUV PDPHOD JDFNVRQ DQG JRQDWKDQ LHWKHP KDYH SHUIRUPHG D KHURLF WDVN

LQ UHGDFWLQJ DQG VRUWLQJ WKH 8,000 PDQXVFULSW SDJHV OHIW EHKLQG DW DLFN'V

GHDWK LQWR WKH SUHVHQW ERRN. (TKH\ DQG D KRVW RI DLFNLDQ VDYDQWV DOVR SURYLGH

FRSLRXV IRRWQRWHV DORQJ WKH ZD\.) AQG ULJKW XSIURQW WKH\ GHOLYHU D UREXVW

GHIHQVH IRU WKH ERRN'V YHU\ H[LVWHQFH, JLYHQ LWV LGHDWLRQDO GHQVLW\ ZKLFK

WUXPSV WLOOLDP VROOPDQQ'V 3,000-SDJH Rising Up & Rising DoZn LQ RQH-

WKLUG WKH VSDFH.

 

FLUVW, WKH E[egesis RIIHUV XQLTXH LQVLJKWV LQWR DLFN'V RZQ ILFWLRQ, D ERG\ RI

ZRUN DV ZRUWK\ RI H[DPLQDWLRQ DV WKDW RI "DRVWR\HYVN\ RU HHQU\ JDPHV." IW

RIIHUV QRYHO SHUVSHFWLYHV RQ HWHUQDOO\ GHEDWHG VSLULWXDO, SKLORVRSKLFDO,

HSLVWHPRORJLFDO DQG RQWRORJLFDO LVVXHV. IW FDSWXUHV D VOLFH RI KLVWRU\ (1974-

1982) DQG D FKXQN RI DXWRELRJUDSK\. IW LV D SULPH GRFXPHQW RI GHOXVLRQDO

PHQWDO VWDWHV. AQG, ILQDOO\, LW LV VLPSO\ D XQLTXH DHVWKHWLF UHDGLQJ H[SHULHQFH,

D FRQVWUXFWHG ZRUOG WKDW ZLOO VZDOORZ RQH ZKROH DV VXUHO\ DV DQ\ RI DLFN'V

QRYHOV.

 

TKLV ODVW GHIHQVH RI WKH E[egesis LV SHUKDSV WKH PRVW YLYLG KRRN IRU WKH

DYHUDJH UHDGHU, ZKRP I LPDJLQH WR EH D W\SLFDO IDQ PRGHUDWHO\ FRQYHUVDQW

ZLWK DLFN'V QRYHOV DQG SHUKDSV D ELW RI KLV OLIH VWRU\, FXULRXV WR OHDUQ PRUH.

WKHUHDV ZH DUH QRW DOO HTXDOO\ NHHQ RQ KLJK-IORZQ WKHRUL]LQJ, HVSHFLDOO\

IURP WKH SDUDQRLG YLVLRQDU\ VFKRRO RI VXSUDORJLF, ZH DOO ORYH D GUDPD, DQG

WKH E[egesis SURYLGHV WKDW LQ VSDGHV. IW'V OLNH WKH JUHDWHVW SSDOGLQJ GUD\
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staged monologue ever conceived, emotionally rich and fraught with

dynamic cycles of tension and relief. There's one character -- PKD -- before

your eyes the whole time, deconstructing and reconstructing his life and the

universe with not only his sanity on the line, but also, if we are to accept his

premises, the entire salvation of creation at stake. How could you not be

enraptured?

 

Beside all the multiplex, circuitous philosophizing, the book is full of mini-

narratives pertaining to Dick's own life; insightful, critical examinations of

what his oeXYUe is all about; stoner aphorisms ("It is just as easy to think of

the future pushing the present into the past as to think of the past generating

the present and moving toward the future«"); Jungian dream adventures like

Lovecraft's The QXeVW of UnknoZn KadaWh; and plaintive cries from the

heart, a voice echoing in the spiritual wilderness, longing for one true

companion and guide. Arriving, exhausted and drenched in cosmological

flop sweat, on page 827, written not long before Dick's premature death from

stroke in 1982, we encounter his temporary elation, and it cuts like a knife.

"Why am I so joyful? I am celebrating a victory and can now stop work --

finally -- and relax. Why? Because I did my job and I know it." But of course

more hard work followed, and only death stopped him.

 

Philip K. Dick was our William Blake. And, like Blake, he saw that "Eternity is

in love with the productions of time." Dick could never let the E[egeViV end,

because through him Eternity was so heartily enjoying the lovely, lively,

cerebral, pathetic, and emotional show.
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