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Philip K Dick, A CUiWical AppUeciaWion, PaUW One

PUeVcienW, DiVcomfoUWing - Philbin TakeV on Whe MaVWeU

Philip K Dick deserves more than he gets. Are his books great literature? Some folks say so. Some say not. Are

they prescient? Absolutely. Disturbing? Often. Discomforting. Fuck yeah …

Kinda¶ like The Velvet Underground or maybe The Stooges … not great music really, but really really great

nonetheless … way ahead of its time, thematically grounded in the biggest issues and a complete outlier way

beyond the edge of what was. It was / is speculative fiction that sold squat in its day, but influenced everything

that has come since. 

Mike Philbin, a writer of speculative fiction himself, has reviewed a number of Philip K Dick¶s novels for a

number of venues and has been kind enough to let The Open Critic re-post the reviews here, in one place. 

In Part One of his essay, Philbin reviews three diverse works: The Crack in Space / Cantata-140,

The Game Players of Titan, Time Out of Joint; and in  Part TZo, Solar Lottery, A Maze of Death,

and Eye in the Sky will be reviewed. 

Interested readers may also want to read Philbin¶s eponymous reviews of Philip K Dick¶s: A

Scanner Darkly, Flow My Tears, The Policeman Said, The Cosmic Puppets, and Do Androids

Dream of Electric Sheep. 

Philbin approaches Philip K Dick with an obvious affection and certain amount of awe. That said, he doesn¶t let

Dick get away with any shit  …
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