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Ridley  Scott¶s Blade Runner opened twenty -five y ears ago to scornful critics and a

disappointed public confronted by  a moody , v iolent and densely  lay ered science

fiction film governed by  existential themes and Marxist tendencies. Most

journalistic critics found the film¶s tone aloof, its themes remote and its story  too

stark to digest. Although the film was valorised for its bold and rich production

design and was praised as the cinematic phenomenon of technological artistry ,

Blade Runner was largely  condemned and discarded as a curious and expensive

debacle – full of powerful images y et plagued by  inert intellectual rewards. Diverse

American critics such as Pauline Kael and Stanley  Kauffmann complained that the

hero¶s humanism lacked depth and verve, and that the story  is clouded by  confusing

themes. Scott, they  said, was far too interested in developing sty le rather than

content, more interested in detailing his sets than developing his script. These v iews

were (and are) unsatisfy ing.

Academic and independent critics, however, were more patient in their efforts,

more meditative in their appraisals. (1) Over the y ears, they  have created a richly

sedimented body  of criticism that has settled beneath the flotsam of journalistic

rev iews. Unlike any  other effort in recent cinematic history , the critical recovery  of

Blade Runner has been a long and intense affair. This recovery  began unofficially

with Michael Dempsey ¶s literate and sensitive critique in Film Quarterl\ in 1982. He

greeted Scott¶s film with a qualified ambivalence but was enthusiastic about the

film¶s powerful v isual motifs. A few y ears later, David Desser (1985) tied Blade

Runner to its literary  inheritance, while Susan Doll and Greg Faller (1986) explained

why  movie rev iewers mishandled this work of avant-garde cinema. By  the late

1980s and early  ¶90s, the movement to taxonomize this film still remained strong.
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�&�����&�D�U�W�H�U���&�R�O�Z�H�O�O�����³�3�U�L�P�L�W�L�Y�L�V�P���L�Q���W�K�H���0 �R�Y�L�H�V���R�I���5�L�G�O�H�\���6�F�R�W�W�����$�O�L�H�Q���D�Q�G���%�O�D�G�H
�5�X�Q�Q�H�U� �́����L�Q���. �H�U�P�D�Q�����S�S�������� �� ���� ����

�0 �L�F�K�D�H�O���' �H�P�S�V�H�\�����³�%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U� �́����)�L�O�P���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\�����9�R�O�����; �; �; �9�,�����1�R������ �����: �L�Q�W�H�U������ �� �� ��
�� �����S�S������ �� ���� ��

�' �D�Y�L�G���' �H�V�V�H�U�����³�%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U�����6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���)�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���7�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H� �́����/ �L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���)�L�O�P
�4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\������ �����1�R������ �������� �� �� �����S�S�������� �� ���� ��

�6�X�V�D�Q���' �R�O�O���D�Q�G���*�U�H�J���)�D�O�O�H�U�����³�%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���*�H�Q�U�H�����)�L�O�P���1�R�L�U���D�Q�G���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H
�)�L�F�W�L�R�Q� �́����/ �L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���)�L�O�P���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\������ �����1�R������ �������� �� �� �����S�S������ �� ������ �� ��

�' �L�D�Q�H���*�D�U�U�H�W�W�����³�0 �D�U�D�W�K�R�Q���µ�5�X�Q�Q�H�U�¶�����: �%���S�U�H�S�V���µ�I�L�Q�D�O���F�X�W�¶���R�I���V�F�L���I�L���F�O�D�V�V�L�F� �́����9�D�U�L�H�W�\������ ��
�0 �D�\���� �� �� �� ��

�0 �D�U�W�L�Q���+�H�L�G�H�J�J�H�U�����%�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���7�L�P�H�����W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���E�\ ���-�R�K�Q���0 �D�F�T�X�D�U�U�L�H���D�Q�G���(�G�Z�D�U�G
�5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����+�D�U�S�H�U���	 ���5�R�Z�������� �� �� ����

�/ �H�R�Q�D�U�G���*���+�H�O�G�U�H�W�K�����³�7�K�H���&�X�W�W�L�Q�J���(�G�J�H�V���R�I���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U� �́����L�Q���. �H�U�P�D�Q�����S�S������ �� ���� �� ��

�3�D�X�O�L�Q�H���. �D�H�O�����³�%�D�E�\�����W�K�H���5�D�L�Q���0 �X�V�W���)�D�O�O� �́����L�Q���7�D�N�L�Q�J���,�W���$�O�O���,�Q�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����+�R�O�W��
�5�L�Q�H�K�D�U�W���D�Q�G���: �L�Q�V�W�R�Q�������� �� �� �������S�S������ �� �� ���� ��

�6�W�D�Q�O�H�\���. �D�X�I�I�P�D�Q�Q�����³�%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U� �́����L�Q���)�L�H�O�G���R�I���9�L�H�Z�����)�L�O�P���&�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P���D�Q�G���&�R�P�P�H�Q�W
���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����3�$�-�������� �� �� �������S�S�������� �� ������

�-�X�G�L�W�K���%���. �H�U�P�D�Q�����5�H�W�U�R�I�L�W�W�L�Q�J���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U�����,�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���5�L�G�O�H�\���6�F�R�W�W�¶�V���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U
�D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�L�S���. �����' �L�F�N�¶�V���' �R���$�Q�G�U�R�L�G�V���' �U�H�D�P���R�I���(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���6�K�H�H�S�"���%�R�Z�O�L�Q�J���*�U�H�H�Q�����2�K�L�R��
�%�R�Z�O�L�Q�J���*�U�H�H�Q���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���3�R�S�X�O�D�U���3�U�H�V�V�������� �� ����

�. �R�O�E�����: �����0 �����³�%�L�E�O�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\��� �́����L�Q���. �H�U�P�D�Q�����S�S������ �� �� ���� �� ��

�-�R�K�Q���0 �D�F�0 �X�U�U�D�\�����7�K�H���6�H�O�I���D�V���$�J�H�Q�W�����L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���E�\ ���6�W�D�Q�O�H�\���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q�����1�H�Z���-�H�U�V�H�\���D�Q�G
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�)�U�L�H�G�U�L�F�K���: �L�O�K�H�O�P���1�L�H�W�]�V�F�K�H�����%�H�\�R�Q�G���*�R�R�G���D�Q�G���(�Y�L�O�����W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���E�\ ���0 �D�U�L�D�Q�Q�H���&�R�Z�D�Q
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�: �D�O�W�H�U���-�����2�Q�J�����2�U�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���/ �L�W�H�U�D�F�\ �����7�K�H���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�]�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���: �R�U�G�����/ �R�Q�G�R�Q���D�Q�G
�1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����5�R�X�W�O�H�G�J�H�������� �� �� ����
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�*�O�R�U�L�D���3�D�V�W�R�U�L�Q�R�����³�7�K�H���' �H�D�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���$�X�W�K�R�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�R�Z�H�U���R�I���$�G�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���1�D�N�H�G
�/�X�Q�F�K���D�Q�G���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U� �́��L�Q���. �D�U�H�Q���6�D�\�H�U���D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���0 �R�R�U�H�����(�G�V�������6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���)�L�F�W�L�R�Q��
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�' �D�Q�L�H�O���3�X�W�P�D�Q�����³�3�V�\ �F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���&�R�X�U�D�J�H� �́����L�Q���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�����3�V�\ �F�K�L�D�W�U�\�����	 ���3�V�\ �F�K�R�O�R�J�\ ��
�� ������������ �� �� �����S�S��������������

�' �H�E�U�D���6�D�Q�����³�7�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���0 �R�U�W�D�O���7�K�R�X�J�K�W�V� �́����L�Q���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���D�Q�G���/ �L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�������� ������������ �� �� ��
�S�S�������� ���� ����

�3�D�X�O���0 �����6�D�P�P�R�Q�����)�X�W�X�U�H���1�R�L�U�����7�K�H���0 �D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����+�D�U�S�H�U
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�� ���� �7�K�L�V���U�H�W�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���P�R�V�W�O�\ ���R�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�����I�R�U���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�D�U�W��

�K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H���W�L�P�H���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�V�V�D�\ �V���W�K�D�Q���P�R�Y�L�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�V�����( �T�X�D�O�O�\ ���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���D�U�H
�W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�S�K�H�U�H�����,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���I�D�Q�V���Z�K�R
�K�D�Y�H���S�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�H�W�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H
�D�V���Z�H�O�O�����&�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\ �����0 �D�W�W���+�L�O�O�V�¶���H�V�V�D�\ ���L�Q���7�K�H���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U���(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H������ �� �� �� �����E�U�H�D�N�V
�G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G���I�D�Q���E�D�V�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�V�H�V���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�X�O�W�L�V�K���I�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�L�V�K���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V����

�� ���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���9�D�U�L�H�W�\�����W�K�L�V���O�R�Q�J���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\ ���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���: �D�U�Q�H�U���%�U�R�V�����W�R
�U�H�O�H�D�V�H���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U�����W�K�H���)�L�Q�D�O���&�X�W���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�L�V���\ �H�D�U�����5�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\ �����D���Q�H�Z���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H
�I�L�O�P���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����0 �\ ���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���Q�H�Z�V���L�V���V�L�P�S�O�H�����D
�S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���V�R���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���D�V���%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\ ���D���Q�H�Z���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O
�D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���E�X�W���P�R�U�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O����

�� ���� �%�O�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�H�U�¶�V���³�O�R�R�N� �́��K�D�V���P�D�Q�\ ���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���6�\ �G���0 �H�D�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\ �R�Q�H���D�U�H���W�R�R���P�D�Q�\ ���W�R���O�L�V�W���K�H�U�H����
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�+�H�U�H�Q�Q�L�X�P�����³�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���P�H�P�R�U�\ ���L�V���Z�K�D�W���L�V���H�Q�J�U�D�I�W�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���P�L�Q�G�V���>�«�@���D�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O
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�� ���� �,�Q���D���O�D�W�H�U���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�L�O�P�����D���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���' �H�F�N�D�U�G�¶�V���G�U�H�D�P���R�I���D���X�Q�L�F�R�U�Q���Z�D�V
�D�G�G�H�G���W�R���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���* �D�I�I�¶�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q���R�U�L�J�D�P�L���X�Q�L�F�R�U�Q�����7�K�L�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�L�P�S�O�L�H�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\ ���W�K�D�W���* �D�I�I���N�Q�R�Z�V���D�E�R�X�W���' �H�F�N�D�U�G�¶�V���G�U�H�D�P�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���' �H�F�N�D�U�G���L�V���D
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