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The Second Coming of Philip K. Dick

The inside-out stor\ of how a h\per-paranoid, pulp-fiction hack conquered the movie world
20 \ears after his death.

B\ Frank Rose

TKH XQELOOHG FRVWDU RI Pa\check, WKH ODWHVW
HROO\ZRRG WKULOOHU IURP WKH EDWWHUHG W\SHZULWHU
RI PKLOLS K. DLFN, LV D EXOOHW. A FUDFN HQJLQHHU
QDPHG JHQQLQJV, SOD\HG E\ BHQ AIIOHFN, ILQGV
KLPVHOI LQ D MDP, DV DLFN'V FKDUDFWHUV LQYDULDEO\
GR, DQG WKH EXOOHW LV KHDGHG KLV ZD\. SSLUDOLQJ
WKURXJK WKH DLU LQ VXSHUVORZ PRWLRQ, LW SLHUFHV
KLV FKHVW LQ D SOXPH RI UHG DQG ERUHV LQWR KLV
KHDUW. OU GRHV LW? TKRXJK WKH LPDJH UHFXUV
WKURXJKRXW WKH ILOP, LW'V KDUG WR WHOO ZKHWKHU LW'V
DFWXDOO\ KDSSHQLQJ RU QRW. PKLOLS K. DLFN OLNHG
QRWKLQJ EHWWHU WKDQ WR WR\ ZLWK WKH IXQGDPHQWDOV RI KXPDQ
H[LVWHQFH, UHDOLW\ FKLHI DPRQJ WKHP, VR ZKDW EHWWHU IRU WKH PRYLH

WKDQ D EXOOHW WKDW PD\ RU PD\ QRW EH WHDULQJ WKURXJK WKH PDLQ FKDUDFWHU'V IOHVK? LLNH RWKHU DLFN
SURWDJRQLVWV - TRP CUXLVH LQ Minorit\ Report, AUQROG SFKZDU]HQHJJHU LQ Total Recall, HDUULVRQ FRUG LQ
Blade Runner- AIIOHFN ILQGV KLPVHOI VWUXJJOLQJ IRU HTXLOLEULXP LQ D ZRUOG ZKHUH HYHQ WKH PRVW HOHPHQWDO
TXHVWLRQV DUH DOPRVW LPSRVVLEOH WR DQVZHU. CDQ WKH VHQVHV EH WUXVWHG? AUH PHPRULHV UHDO? IV
an\thing UHDO?

Pa\check, GLUHFWHG E\ JRKQ WRR DQG VHW WR RSHQ CKULVWPDV DD\, LV WKH ODWHVW LQ D UXQ RI ILOPV EDVHG
RQ PKLOLS K. DLFN VWRULHV WKDW EHJDQ 21 \HDUV DJR ZLWK Blade Runner. TKH ZULWHU'V KDOOXFLQDWRU\ WDOHV
PDNH IRU VXVSHQVH ZLWK DQ HSLVWHPRORJLFDO WZLVW: IXOO-ERUH DFWLRQ SLFV WKDW WXUQ RQ TXHVWLRQV RI
SHUFHSWLRQ YHUVXV UHDOLW\. HDYLQJ DJUHHG WR KDYH KLV PHPRU\ HUDVHG DIWHU FRPSOHWLQJ D VXSHU-
VHQVLWLYH MRE, JHQQLQJV OHDUQV WKDW KH DSSDUHQWO\ VLJQHG DZD\ KLV $4.4 ELOOLRQ SD\FKHFN LQ H[FKDQJH
IRU DQ HQYHORSH RI WULQNHWV. AUPHG PHQ DUH FKDVLQJ KLP, EXW KH KDV QR LGHD ZK\ XQWLO KH WHDPV XS
ZLWK RDFKHO (UPD TKXUPDQ), ZKRP KH YDJXHO\ UHFDOOV PHHWLQJ MXVW EHIRUH KH VWDUWHG WKH MRE.
JHQQLQJV, LW WXUQV RXW, LV D PDQ ZKR KDV VHHQ WKH IXWXUH EXW FDQ'W UHPHPEHU LW.

DLFN GLHG VKRUWO\ EHIRUH Blade Runner's UHOHDVH LQ 1982, DQG, GHVSLWH D FXOW UHDGHUVKLS, KH VSHQW PRVW
RI KLV OLIH LQ SRYHUW\. YHW QRZ, PRUH WKDQ WZR GHFDGHV ODWHU, WKH IXWXUH KH VDZ KDV PDGH KLP RQH RI
WKH PRVW VRXJKW-DIWHU ZULWHUV LQ HROO\ZRRG. Pa\check, EDVHG RQ D 1953 VKRUW VWRU\ DLFN VROG WR D
SXOS PDJD]LQH IRU OHVV WKDQ $200, ZLOO EULQJ FORVH WR $2 PLOOLRQ WR KLV HVWDWH. AQG PRYLHV EDVHG RQ
PRUH WKDQ D KDOI-GR]HQ RWKHU VWRULHV DQG QRYHOV DUH LQ WKH ZRUNV - DPRQJ WKHP "TKH KLQJ RI WKH
EOYHV" DW DLVQH\, "TKH SKRUW, HDSS\ LLIH RI WKH BURZQ O[IRUG" DW MLUDPD[, DQG A Scanner Darkl\ DW
WDUQHU BURV.

DLFN'V DQ[LRXV VXUUHDOLVP DOO EXW GHILQHV FRQWHPSRUDU\ HROO\ZRRG VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ DQG VSLOOV RYHU LQWR
RWKHU NLQGV RI PRYLHV DV ZHOO. HLV LQIOXHQFH LV SHUYDVLYH LQ The Matri[ DQG LWV VHTXHOV, ZKLFK SUHVHQW
WKH ZRUOG ZH NQRZ DV QRWKLQJ PRUH WKDQ DQ LQIRUPDWLRQ JULG; DLFN DUWLFXODWHG WKH FRQFHSW LQ D 1977
VSHHFK LQ ZKLFK KH SRVLWHG WKH H[LVWHQFH RI PXOWLSOH UHDOLWLHV RYHUODSSLQJ WKH "PDWUL[ ZRUOG" WKDW PRVW
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RI XV H[SHULHQFH. Vanilla Sk\, ZLWK LWV GL]]\LQJ VKLIWV EHWZHHQ IDQWDV\ DQG IDFW, OLNHZLVH YHQWXUHV LQWR
D DLFNLDQ ZDUS ]RQH, DV GRHV Dark Cit\, The Thirteenth Floor, DQG DDYLG CURQHQEHUJ'V eXistenZ.
Memento UHSULVHV DLFN'V PHPRU\ REVHVVLRQ E\ IRFXVLQJ RQ D PDQ ZKRVH DWWHPSWV WR DYHQJH KLV
ZLIH'V PXUGHU DUH FRPSOLFDWHG E\ KLV LQDELOLW\ WR UHPHPEHU DQ\WKLQJ. IQ The Truman Show, JLP CDUUH\
GLVFRYHUV WKH OLIH KH'V OLYLQJ LV DQ LOOXVLRQ, DQ LGHD DLFN GHYHORSHG LQ KLV 1959 QRYHO TLPH OXW RI JRLQW.
NH[W \HDU, CDUUH\ DQG KDWH WLQVOHW ZLOO SOD\ D FRXSOH ZKR KDYH WKHLU PHPRULHV RI HDFK RWKHU HUDVHG
LQ Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. MHPRU\, SDUDQRLD, DOWHUQDWH UHDOLWLHV: DLFN'V WKHPHV DUH
HYHU\ZKHUH.

AW D WLPH ZKHQ PRVW 20WK-FHQWXU\ VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ ZULWHUV VHHP KRSHOHVVO\ GDWHG, DLFN JLYHV XV D
YLVLRQ RI WKH IXWXUH WKDW FDSWXUHV WKH IHHO RI RXU WLPH. HH GLGQ'W UHDOO\ FDUH DERXW URERWV RU VSDFH
WUDYHO, WKRXJK WKH\ VRPHWLPHV WXUQ XS LQ KLV VWRULHV. HH ZURWH DERXW RUGLQDU\ JRHV FDXJKW LQ D ZHE
RI FRUSRUDWH GRPLQDWLRQ DQG XELTXLWRXV HOHFWURQLF PHGLD, RI PHPRU\ LPSODQWV DQG PRRG GLVSHQVHUV
DQG FRXQWHUIHLW ZRUOGV. TKLV VWULNHV D QHUYH. "PHRSOH FDQQRW SXW WKHLU ILQJHU DQ\PRUH RQ ZKDW LV UHDO
DQG ZKDW LV QRW UHDO," REVHUYHV PDXO VHUKRHYHQ, WKH RQH-WLPH DXWFK PDWKHPDWLFLDQ ZKR GLUHFWHG
TRWDO RHFDOO. "WKDW ZH ILQG LQ DLFN LV DQ DEVHQFH RI WUXWK DQG DQ DPELJXRXV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI UHDOLW\.
DUHDPV WKDW WXUQ RXW WR EH UHDOLW\, UHDOLW\ WKDW WXUQV RXW WR EH D GUHDP. TKLV FDQ RQO\ VHOO ZKHQ
SHRSOH UHFRJQL]H LW, DQG WKH\ FDQ RQO\ UHFRJQL]H LW ZKHQ WKH\ VHH LW LQ WKHLU RZQ OLYHV."

LLNH WKH EDEEOLQJ SV\FKLFV ZKR SUHGLFW IXWXUH FULPHV LQ Minorit\ Report, DLFN ZDV D SUHFRJ. LXUNLQJ
ZLWKLQ KLV DPSKHWDPLQH-IXHOHG ILFWLRQV DUH WUXWKV WKDW KDYH RQO\ WR EH IRXQG DQG GHFRGHG. IQ D 1978
HVVD\ KH ZURWH: "WH OLYH LQ D VRFLHW\ LQ ZKLFK VSXULRXV UHDOLWLHV DUH PDQXIDFWXUHG E\ WKH PHGLD, E\
JRYHUQPHQWV, E\ ELJ FRUSRUDWLRQV, E\ UHOLJLRXV JURXSV, SROLWLFDO JURXSV. I DVN, LQ P\ ZULWLQJ, WKDW LV
UHDO? BHFDXVH XQFHDVLQJO\ ZH DUH ERPEDUGHG ZLWK SVHXGRUHDOLWLHV PDQXIDFWXUHG E\ YHU\
VRSKLVWLFDWHG SHRSOH XVLQJ YHU\ VRSKLVWLFDWHG HOHFWURQLF PHFKDQLVPV. I GR QRW GLVWUXVW WKHLU PRWLYHV.
I GLVWUXVW WKHLU SRZHU. IW LV DQ DVWRQLVKLQJ SRZHU: WKDW RI FUHDWLQJ ZKROH XQLYHUVHV, XQLYHUVHV RI WKH
PLQG. I RXJKW WR NQRZ. I GR WKH VDPH WKLQJ."

VLHZHG LQ WKLV FRQWH[W, DLFN'V HPHUJHQFH LQ HROO\ZRRG VHHPV RGGO\ LQHYLWDEOH. HLV FDUHHU LWVHOI LV D
WDOH RI DOWHUQDWH UHDOLWLHV. IQ WKH IOHVK KH ZDV WKH XOWLPDWH RXWVLGHU, SHFNLQJ RXW SDUDQRLG YLVLRQV WKDW
SODFH WKH OLWWOH JX\ DW WKH PHUF\ RI WKH FRUSRUDWH PDFKLQH. YHW SRVWKXPRXVO\ KH IHHGV WKH PDFKLQH,
KLV SVHXGRZRUOGV WKH EDVLV RI HYHU PRUH HODERUDWH HQWHUWDLQPHQWV GROHG RXW E\ WKH PHJDFRUSRUDWLRQV
ZH SD\ WR VWXII RXU KHDGV. HRZ KH PDGH WKH OHDS IURP SXOS-ILFWLRQ ZULWHU WR HROO\ZRRG SURSKHW LV D
WDOH DOPRVW ZRUWK\ RI WKH PDQ KLPVHOI.

DLFN'V FDUHHU LQ PRYLHV GLG QRW EHJLQ ZLWK D EDQJ. IW ZDV 1977, DQG D VPDOO-WLPH DFWRU QDPHG BULDQ
KHOO\ ZDQWHG WR RSWLRQ WKH 9-\HDU-ROG QRYHO Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? FRU D PHUH
$2,500, KH JRW LW. "TKH ZRUNV RI PKLOLS K. DLFN ZHUH QRW H[DFWO\ LQ GHPDQG," UHFDOOV WKH ZULWHU'V NHZ
YRUN OLWHUDU\ DJHQW, RXVVHOO GDOHQ, "DQG IRU PKLO" - WKHQ 49 DQG OLYLQJ LQ VXEXUEDQ OUDQJH CRXQW\ -
"WKDW ZDV HQRXJK WR PDNH WKH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ D JRRG \HDU DQG D EDG \HDU." KHOO\'V SDUWQHU ZURWH
D VFUHHQSOD\ DQG VKRSSHG LW DURXQG. EYHQWXDOO\ LW ODQGHG RQ WKH GHVN RI RLGOH\ SFRWW, ZKR'G MXVW
GLUHFWHG AOLHQ. SFRWW EURXJKW LQ D QHZ ZULWHU DQG VHQW LW WR AODQ LDGG JU., RQH RI WKH WRS SOD\HUV LQ
HROO\ZRRG.

"I OLNHG WKH SURMHFW," VD\V LDGG, D TXLHW, GHOLEHUDWH PDQ ZKRVH BHYHUO\ HLOOV
RIILFHV DUH OLQHG ZLWK SRVWHUV IRU WKH ILOPV KH'V PDGH: Star Wars, The Right
Stuff, Chariots of Fire, Braveheart "IW ZDV D JRRG ROG-IDVKLRQHG GHWHFWLYH VWRU\
VHW LQ WKH IXWXUH." LDGG WKRXJKW HDUULVRQ FRUG, ZKR'G FRVWDUUHG LQ SWDU WDUV,
ZRXOG EH JRRG DV D HXPSKUH\ BRJDUW-W\SH VOHXWK. Blade Runner ZDV D JR.

JXVW D IHZ PRQWKV EHIRUH WKH PRYLH'V UHOHDVH, DLFN VXIIHUHG D PDVVLYH VWURNH.
Blade Runner SURYHG RQO\ D PRGHVW VXFFHVV DW WKH ER[ RIILFH; LI QRW IRU WZR
RWKHU GHYHORSPHQWV, DLFN'V FDUHHU PLJKW KDYH GLHG ZLWK KLP. TKH ILUVW ZDV WKH
HPHUJHQFH RI KRPH YLGHR, ZKLFK JDYH QHZ OLIH WR VPDOO ILOPV ZLWK FXOW
IROORZLQJV. TKURXJKRXW WKH '80V, Blade Runner's UHSXWDWLRQ DV D QRLULVKO\
IXWXULVWLF JHP FRQWLQXHG WR EXLOG. TKH VHFRQG ZDV WKH LQWHUHVW RI RRQ SKXVHWW, D VFUHHQZULWHU ZKR'G
ZRUNHG RQ Alien. BHIRUH DLFN GLHG, SKXVHWW ERXJKW WKH ILOP ULJKWV WR "WH CDQ RHPHPEHU IW IRU YRX
















